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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COTONO 00374 011743Z 

65 

ACTION MC-02 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO PM-04 DODE-OO EB-07 NRC-07 

NSAE-00 TRSE-00 ERDA-07 CIAE-00 COME-OO ACDA-10 SY-05 

FI-02 INR-07 L-03 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-15 AID-05 /106W 

075013 

R011152Z MAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8212 

UNCLAS COTONOU 0374 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: MILI, DM 

SUB J : LAWS GOVERNING ARMS EXPORTS FROM BENIN 
REF (A) STATE 28053, (B) 75 COTONOU 1 127, 

1 . FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF PREVAILING LAWS ON THE EXPOR- 
TATION OF FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION FROM BENIN: 

A) COMMERCE IN FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION IS FORBIDDEN WITH THE 
EXCEPTION OF IMPORTATION BY SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED COMMERCIAL 
AGENCIES AND RE-SALE FOR PERSONAL USE. SEE REF B. 

B) POSSESSORS OF FIREARMS LEAVING BENIN MUST NOTIFY DISTRICT 
AUTHORITIES AND POSSESSION PERMITS MUST BE STAMPED "RE-EXPORTED" 
WITH THE DATE OF DEPARTURE OF FIREARMS FROM BENIN. 

C) POSSESSORS WHO WISH TO SEND FIREARMS OUT OF THE COUNTRY 
FOR REPAIRS MUST OBTAIN TEMPORARY RE-EXPORTATION PERMIT 
FROM THE MIN OF INTERIOR. 

2. LAWS ARE STRICTLY ENFORCED FOR ARMS SHIPMENTS LABELED AS 
SUCH. DISTRICT AUTHORITIES MAINTAIN LISTS OF THE POSSESSORS 
OF FIREARMS IN EACH DISTRICT, AND PERMITS MUST BE 
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BENIN. POSSIBILITIES FOR ILLICIT RE-EXPORT ARE SLIGHT. IMPOR 
TATION IS DONE ON A REQUEST BASIS, AND THE END USER MUST HAVE 
OBTAINED ALL NECESSARY PERMITS BEFORE THE TRANSACTION. THERE- 
FORE, NO QUANTITIES OF ARMS EXIST THAT COULD BE COMMERCIALLY 
RE-EXPORTED. 

3. LAWS ABOVE PERTAIN TO ARMS FOR HUNTING AND PERSONAL PRO- 
TECTION. SHIPMENTS OF MILITARY ARMS TO BENIN IMMEDIATELY 
BECOME THE PROPERTY OF THE BENINESE ARMY AND ARE NOT HANDLED 
BY CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES. 

CHESHES 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MUNITIONS CONTROLS, EXPORT LICENSES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 01 MAR 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976COTONO00374 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760078-0033 
From: COTONOU 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976031 09/aaaadrwo. tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION MC 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 STATE 28053, 76 COTONOU 1127 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: morefirh 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <20 MAY 2004 by fisherem>; APPROVED <26 MAY 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LAWS GOVERNING ARMS EXPORTS FROM BENIN 
TAGS: M I LI , ETRD, DM, XX 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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